18             The Veddnta Philosophy.

clings all the more firmly to the few strong and
solid planks that are left to carry him into the
harbour, no longer very distant from his sight
It is hardly credible how completely all other
religions have overlooked these simple facts, how
they have tried to force on the old and wise the
food that was meant for babes, and how they
have thereby alienated and lost their best and
strongest friends. It is therefore a lesson, all the
more worth learning from history, that one religion
at least, and one of the most ancient, most powerful,
and most widely spread religions, has recognised
this fact without the slightest hesitation.

The Four Stages of Life.

According to the ancient canons of the Brah-
manic faith, each man has to pass through three
or four stages. The first is that of discipline,
which lasts from childhood to the age of man-
hood. During these years the young man is
sent away from home to the house of a teacher
or Guru, whom he is to obey implicitly, and to
serve in every way, and who in return has to
teach him all that is necessary for life, and more